
World Cultures (Period 5) 
Mr. Bufalino/Room 202 
2018/2019 School Year 

Phone: 708-356-3100 x269 
Email: Sebastian.bufalino@stjoeshs.org 

 
 
Course Description: 
The World Cultures course is a year-long course which is an introduction to world history, covering the 
period from the origins of civilization in the Ancient Middle East to modern times.  This course will be an 
excellent opportunity to understand the origins of organized society and the patterns of history from the 
ancient times until today.  
 
The concepts we will cover will likely be an expansion of areas you covered in middle school, but in 
addition, we will use focus on developing other skills, such as geography, map and chart reading, 
timelines and using primary and secondary sources.  These skills will be at a basic/moderate level and 
we will monitor together whether there are challenges.  But they are important, as we will use these 
skills throughout the year.  If you are encountering difficulty with these skills during the year, please see 
me and we will solve them, either as a class or one-on-one.  In addition, we will discuss how many of the 
problems and issues that have existed throughout history that still effect our world today. 
 
Course Goals: 
The overall goal of this class is to learn about world cultures and history to be able to relate them to our 
modern world.  While history can sometimes seem like a complicated mess of dates, names and places, 
our goal is to understand the important historical themes and to be able to understand how those 
events and themes influence how we live today.   As noted, part of the course will be dedicated to using 
skills and methods which will improve your overall historical knowledge and capability.     
 
Course Materials: 
Textbook: World History (online) 
Ellis and Esler (Pearson) 
 
You will be given a personal password to access the E-book, which you are held responsible for having to 
be able to work at home or in class. 
 
Template for Class Assignments: 
        Name:  Joe Charger 
        Date Assignment is Due: 
        Title of Class: World Cultures 
        Class Period: 2 
 

Title of Assignment: 
         
 
Supplies:  You are required to keep a class notebook.  Generally, we will discuss the concepts using 
Powerpoint slides, which will be posted to Edline periodically.  Success on quizzes and tests will be 
improved by keeping adequate class notes, and not relying entirely on class slides or handouts.  Some 
in-class assignments may be completed in your notebooks.  You should always have your technology 



(tablet), a blue or black pen, your notebook and student planner. While I will post some assignments to 
Edline, there will be a number of assignments and rubrics which will be handed out in class, therefore it 
is a good idea to have a folder for this class to help keep track of these assignments and returned work. 
 
Slides and Assignments:  Class notes will be shared electronically on Edline.  Many class assignments and 
readings will be posted electronically.  It is important that you frequently check for assignments and 
updates to stay current with the class.  I will attempt to post assignments on the board each day, as well.  
 
Office Hours and email:   
At minimum, I will be in my homeroom (room 202) by 7:30 am on regular start days. You will also find 
me in my classroom for at least 30 minutes at the end of the day, but likely beyond that.  On certain 
days of the week I may be in the GRC after school.   If you intend to stop by it is best, although not 
required, to let me know.  I encourage you to stop by with any questions or issues. 
 
My school email is Sebastian.Bufalino@stjoeshs.org 
 
Technology Usage: 
You are expected to have your technology with you each day.  Its use will be dictated by the work to be 
done in class that day.  Specifically with regard to technology, you will be instructed on when it will be 
used in the classroom.  As the exact nature of some of the assignments is still being formulated, internet 
use will be determined as we go.  Approved sites will be assigned in some cases.  When not assigned, as 
when we are doing other general research, we will follow a “check with me” policy, meaning that 
students are expected to search for internet sites appropriate to the task, and check with the instructor 
prior to their use.  Finally, only earbud type headphones are to be used in class. 
 
Cell Phones:  Cell phones are not to be used in class without instructor permission.  I will be providing a 
space to “park” your cell phone each day as you enter class.  You are not required to check your phone – 
but violations of the no phone policy will be dealt with as follows: 

- First violation – warning and phone is to be “parked” 
- Second violation – warning and phone is to be “parked”; you will be notified that the next 

violation will result in a teacher consultation (see below) 
- Third and Fourth violation – Teacher consultation.  You will be required to join me after school 

for a minimum of 30 minutes to read, write about and discuss the proper use of cell phones and 
social media or perform other tasks.  Failure to report to a scheduled teacher consultation will 
result in a regular detention 

- All subsequent violations will result in regular school detentions 
Note that the goal of this policy is to limit the distractions cell phones cause when we are completing 
other work.  It is not intended to eliminate the use of cell phones at all times. 
 
Assessment Information: 
Assignments for this course are varied.  The weighting for assignments is expected to be as follows, but 
is subject to change, as a percentage of the total point value 
 
Quizzes      - 20% 
Exams (including final cumulative exam)  - 35% 
Projects     - 10% 
Homework/in-Class Assignments/Participation - 25% 
Climate Rubric     - 10% 
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Quizzes  
As there are many concepts to learn and these concepts tend to build upon one another, there will be 
frequent quizzes to ensure that the concepts are being retained and we can move on to the next 
topic(s).  
 
Exams/Final 
Exams will cover one large unit or several smaller units.   They will cover material from multiple 
chapters.   These exams should be fairly equally weighted.  The final exam will cover all material for the 
semester.    
  
Projects 
We will be doing several in-class and take home projects, both individual and group, which will form a 
large part of your grade. 
 
Homework/In-Class Assignments 
We will use a variety of activities which will be completed both as homework and in-class.   Some of 
these may be ungraded, but most will be assigned and graded either for in-class work or homework. 
These assignments will be fairly frequent.  You will be expected to keep a notebook for class notes.  This 
may be collected for review as part of your homework grade.  Grades on homework and in-class 
assignments will largely be determined by the quality of the content.  That said, substandard writing or 
sloppy presentation will be addressed and may result in a reduction of grades. 
 
Retake Policy: 
Retakes of exams will be available, upon teacher approval.  The grade will be established by averaging 
the grade for both exams. 
 
Class Participation 
Hopefully we will be able to talk about many topics that are relevant to you. As such, there is an 
expectation that you will participate a great deal in discussion.   Overall your participation grade will be 
based on individual participation, your work and contribution with partners and teams on in-class 
assignments and projects and responses to opening bell discussions.  
 
Climate Rubric 
 The following expectations, which indicate readiness for learning, are to be met at all times: 

- Students will arrive on time for class each day in accordance with the dress code. 
- Each student will be responsible for contributing to a positive climate in the classroom.  They 

will participate in or respect daily prayer, be considerate of others and their opinions, raise their 
hands and be recognized to speak in class, participate in all classroom activities, use appropriate 
language and help to maintain a clean and orderly classroom, in accordance with the student 
handbook. 

- Students will come to class prepared to learn and with the necessary materials. 
- Finally, respect is a critical element in the classroom, including respect for the teacher, peers 

and oneself.  This includes Integrity, responsibility and accountability to be demonstrated at all 
times in assignment completion, dealing with peers and with teachers. 

 
These elements help to create an environment for success and are critical to the work we will do in class 
each day.  As such you will be assessed each day with a Climate Rubric grade assigned on a point scale 
totaling 5 points per week. 



Absences: You are expected to schedule with me, as soon as possible, make-ups for quizzes and exams 
missed due to excused absences.  Any other missed assignments during excused absences can be made 
up.  The number of days allowed for make-up is equal to the number of days missed.  Given that a 
substantial amount of your grade is based on homework assignments, it is important to complete any 
make up assignments as soon as possible. 
 
Late Work: Assigned work turned in late will receive an automatic deduction of 15%.  No assignments 
will be accepted more than one week late, and therefore receive a score of zero.   
 
  
Units Covered: 
 
Unit # - Topic 

Unit 1: Basic History Skills  
- How to read maps, charts and timelines, geography and vocabulary 
- Using Primary/Secondary sources etc. 
- History as a subject: Why do we study History? 
Unit 2: Ancient Middle East to 500 CE 
- Ancient Middle East and Egypt 
Unit 3: Ancient India and China 
Unit 4: Ancient Greece 
Unit 5: Ancient Rome and the Origins of Christianity 
Unit 6: Medieval Christian Europe 350 CE – 1450 CE 
Unit 7: World of Islam 
Unit 8: Renaissance and Reformation 
Unit 9: New Global Connections 
Unit 10: Absolutism and Revolution 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Student Affirmation: 
 
 
 
Personal Accountability is one of the topics to be discussed in this class, and can be an important 
contributor to success throughout an academic career and beyond. 
 
As a student at St. Joseph High School, I recognize my personal accountability related to this class, and I 
affirm the following: 
 

i) I ___________________________________ affirm that I have read the syllabus for World 
Cultures (2018/2019).  

ii) I understand the expectations of me during the course of the semester/year, related to my 
preparedness for class, my behavior in class and the respect with which I am expected to 
treat my classmates and the instructor. 

iii) I agree to comply with those expectations and requirements, and will accept the 
punishment for any violations of those expectations. 

 
 
__________________________________________   ________________ 
(Signed)        (Date) 

 


